Press release on behalf of ESCaD – For immediate use

“An NHS Moment for Social Care” - ESCaD Welcomes Andy Burnham’s commitment to a national care service
End Social Care Disgrace (ESCaD) has welcomed Andy Burnham’s commitment to establish a National Care Service based on the same principles as the NHS, describing the proposal as “a potentially significant development for the welfare state”.
The campaign group said it awaited further detail but understood the commitment to mean that domiciliary and residential care would become free at the point of use. ESCaD said the creation of such a service would represent an “NHS moment” for social care, comparable in scale and ambition to the establishment of the NHS in the difficult economic circumstances following the Second World War.
The group said a National Care Service could command significant public support while addressing a number of longstanding problems within the current social care system. ESCaD has offered to work with the Government on the development of the proposals.
Responding to concerns already raised about the potential cost of a National Care Service Dr Brian Fisher, Co-chair of End Social Care Disgrace said: 
“I point to ESCAD’s previous work on the funding of adult social care. The current system already carries substantial costs for individuals and their families, as well as for the NHS and the wider public finances. We argue that when the wider economic benefits of investment in social care are taken into account, including benefits to families and the state, the net cost of reform is considerably lower. 

However, we say that reform should not be delayed until the election and called for a series of interim measures set out in its submission to the Casey Commission.”
Measures that councils should implement now include:
· Making domiciliary care free at the point of use and ending the pursuit of existing care-charge debts.
· Developing not-for-profit local care and support, including cooperatives, micro-enterprises and peer-support projects, in partnership with disabled and older people, carers and communities.
· Working with carers to provide a flexible range of practical and personal support.
· Raising care and support workers’ pay immediately to at least £15 an hour.
· Transferring sponsorship of overseas care workers to government stewardship and reversing extensions to the leave-to-remain qualification period.
· Exploring a guaranteed income or stipend for carers rather than benefits.
· Challenging the marginalisation of disabled and older people and policies that prioritise profit over human need.
ESCaD also raised concerns about the absence of detail on the future role of the private sector in a National Care Service. The campaign estimates that £1.5 billion a year is currently taken out of social care by the private sector and is calling for a plan to remove privatisation from the system. The group said it would welcome further detail on how a National Care Service would be structured, funded and delivered, while urging immediate measures to address pressures facing people who draw on care and support, unpaid carers and the social care workforce.
[ends]
For spokespeople for broadcast interview please email endsocialcaredisgrace@gmail.com  

Notes to editors

[1] The End Social Care Disgrace campaign is a non-party political alliance calling for radical change to social care. They want to get the market out of social care and make support free at the point of use. Disabled and older people, families and communities must shape what is needed to ensure everyone is enabled to have choice, dignity, and control over their lives. The organisation wish to end discrimination and dismantle barriers to access and for care and support work and the contribution made by informal carers to be properly valued and supported.

ESCaD is fighting for a freestanding National Care, Support, Independent Living Service:
1. Funded through Government investment and progressive taxation
2. Free at the point of use
3. Publicly provided and accountable
4. Nationally mandated but locally provided
5. Radically re-imagined and co-produced with disabled people, carers, sector workers, and local communities
6. Offering choice, control, dignity and independence
7. Providing a range of practical and financial support to carers, gives them rights and values their expertise
8. Ensuring that all care and support staff receive pay, conditions, training and access to progression which reflects their high value and skills



